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. THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTQN ' f}i
January 15, 1981

presidential Directive/NSC-63

T0: The Vice'President . , » ?
The Secretary of State e Vi
The Secretary of The Treasury : A
The Secretary of Defense ,<:ZQ0%M$7V _
The Secretary of Commerce ,

The Secretary of Energy : I
. phe Director, office of Management & Budget”
~ The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of staff LR
The Director of Central Tntelligence .-

SUBJECT& , persian Gulf Security Framework (U)°

Tn my State of +he Union Address to the Congress in January 1980, I
called special attention to our jnterests in the Southwest Asia and
Persian Gulf region. Furthermore, in light of the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, 1 declared that:

"an attempt by any outside force to gain'control of the
Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an assault on the
vital interests of the United States. 1t will be repelled
by the use of any means necessary. jncluding military force.”

(1) ,

subseguently, I have directed action to protectAthe gtrait ¢f Hormuz
and strengthen our key friends. in the region in the face of risks
stemming from the Iran/Irag war. Tt is U.S. strategy to meet these
commitments and to defend our vital interests in the region as a whole

—— building up our own capabilities to project force into
the region while maintaining 2 credible presence there;

—-— developing 2 broad range of military and related response
options in and outside'the'region against the Soviet Union,
jncluding U.S. force projection into the region, to compen=
sate for the current Soviet regional advantage in conven—
tional forces; -

—-- making the soviet Union aware that it will also face a wide
range of economic and diplomatic sanctions on a worldwide
pasis if it intervenes in the region; :

-— assisting countries in the region: to deter and diminish
internal and external threats to stabilityv; and to
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contribute to deterring and resisting Soviet penetration --
political, economic, or military;

- diminishing radical influences in the region and enhancing
US :security by working for progress toward a comprehensive
Arab-Israeli peace settlement;

~- improving access to facilities in the region while remaining
sensitive to the special historical experience of the region
and not placing in jeopardy our relationships or the internal
stability of the countries concerned by insisting on formal
basing arrangements;

~— taking a regional approach to securing ocur econdmic &nd political
- interests rather than basing their defense wholly on drawing a
line to protect specific countries in the region. (S} ’

There has been considerable progress in improving our security posture
in the region and in shaping an effective security framework. To
ensure that this trend continues, I direct that the Persian Gulf
Security Framework be pursued as follows: (C)

I The Military Component

The Department of Defense has principal responsibility for
initiatives in this area consistent with the responsibility of the
Department-of State. This component will include greater effort in
"the following areas:

A. U.S. Force Capabilities, including forces, 1ift, facilities
access, overbuilding and prepositioning of supplies, exer-—
" cises, and presence in the region._ (s)

B. 1ocal Defense Capabiiities, improved through security
assistance, advisory programs and enhancement of local
facilities . and military capabilities in order to support
U.S. force projection and local defense developed by
joint planning, combined exercises, consultations, and
other appropriate means. (S)

C. " Getting our Allies to Carry More of the Burden of coali-
£tion deterrence/defense in Europe and Northeast Asia, as
part of a rational division of labor, to offset greater
allocation of U.S. resources to the security of the
Persian Gulf. (S)

IT. The Foreign Policy Component

The Department of State has principal responsibility for this
component, which will be carried out in terms of: :
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The Middle East Peace Process in which progress nust be
achieved as rapidly as feasible. (s)

Turkey and Pakistan with which improved security relations
are the objective. (S) :

The Arabian Peninsula in which we will assist the countries
Concerned to enhance their internal stability and counter
sSoviet influence. (S)

The Horn of Africa, where we seek impfoved ties with Scmalia
and Djibouti and, when possible, with Ethiopia. (S)

The Allies, in Europe and Asia, from whom we seek diplomatic,

.. military, economic, and political-assistance in meeting oux

mutual security objectives in the Persian Gulf region. 2An
early focus of effort with these Allies and with- regional
powers will be establishing relationships to help assure
quick and positive processing of overflight, refueling and
stating clearances required for the U.S. to project and
sustain forces in Southwest Asia. (S)

. Economic Issues

'fthe Department of the Treasury, State, and Energy will share
responsibility in this area. Economic subcomponents are™

A.

B.

—

0il Policy, to ensure availability of oll at reasonable
prices and to reduce Western dependence on Gulf oil. (8)

Western Economic Assistance, in which our goal will be to
help address economic problems in the region through multi-
lateral and unilateral efforts. (s)

saudi and Other Gulf States Cooperation in Financing of
Regional Security Neecs in which we seek a more comprenen—
Ssive, region-wide use of Saudi and other peninsulax capa-
bilities to meet regional security needs. (S)

Economic Stability which is crucial to both the internal
and external security and to the political stability of
states in the region. It should be an integral component
of the security review process and taken into account in
any U.S. decisions concerning military and/ox economic .
assistance. (S) :

Intelligence Issues -

The Director of Central Intelligence has the principal responsi-
bility for developing an effective regionally integrated intelligence

b

program which is fully supportive of the tasks and objectives in the
military, diplomatic, and economic components. - (S) '
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{sources Considerations

fach agency will be responsible for and will identify the programs
in its area which are required for implementing this directive. In

. addition, each agency will propose appropriate priority for these
;. programs. (C) -

The Office of Management and Budget will monitor agency programs in
support of this dlrectlve, will insure that such programs are identi-
fiable, and will insure that they are recelving an approprlately high
priority in all agencies. (C)

Coordination

Interagency. coordination. for. the security~framework Shall-cbntinue-to
be accomplished by the Special Coordination Committee. (C) - :

e, Qe B

~ Zbigniew Brzezinski
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